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When | started thinking about the idea of touch and holding hands, which is the picture
in our reading from Isaiah, | got the picture in my mind of a parent running through a store

chasing their child who has gotten away.

Or | have the picture of a parent attached to their child with a wrist link, a
velcro strap around a parent’s and a child’s wrist, connected with a spring band. & J
Maybe they’re not holding hands, but they are still connected.

Then there is the image of two people walking together, holding
hands. They might be young or old. There’s an obvious
relationship of love and caring as they hold hands.

You might also see the touch of one person \
helping another as they walk down stairs, helping them to keep their

balance, or lifting someone up after they have fallen.

But the idea of touching and holding hands also brings to mind the painful
images that have made headlines recently. It is the image of unwelcome, groping hands
touching private parts where those hands do not belong. Or it is the forced holding of hands
and touching or hitting that is an expression of abuse and not affection.

Because of experiences of inappropriate and unwelcome touch, we have become a
society that warns of the danger of touch before we welcome it. Schools and workplaces have
a no-touch policy. Permission must be requested before a hug can be given. There’s nothing
inherently wrong with that. It is important to respect the other person and to respect their
privacy and personal space. But has it also given the message that touch is a dangerous
thing? Has it removed touch from our lives? We have online friends and chat through our
devices with less personal contact.

The picture in Isaiah 42 is a wonderful image of a caring God giving support and
encouragement to the people he loves. This chapter speaks of an individual, “my servant.”
These verses are often called a Servant Song, referring to Jesus and his ministry of humble

caring. These verses can also be understood to address those who believe in Jesus and



follow him in humble service. Filled with the Spirit, the followers of Jesus continue his ministry.
In the picture given in these verses, there is no insult, or taking advantage of anyone.
It's a picture of God giving strength to those who feel overwhelmed.
In the earlier verses of Isaiah 42, there is reference to a bruised
reed. As a hollow reed, it is fragile. It has been weakened, perhaps

pinched at some place along the stem. But it is not cracked or broken.

Life-giving nourishment can still flow through the stem, but it is hindered
by the bruise.

Our gracious, almighty God does not throw away something that is damaged. He
doesn’t reject those who are imperfect, struggling, doubting, hurting. He reaches out with a
gentle hand to lift and hold and strengthen.

A smoldering wick he will not snuff out. When you blow out a candle, it is
easy to think that when the flame is gone, the candle is out. But as long as some
smoke smolders from it, there is a tiny bit of ember still on the wick. It can be

easily re-lit, when a bit of heat is applied to the ember.

A smoldering wick does not give off much light or heat. It just looks like a
puff of smoke. But there is still life and hope and possibility. Our gracious God does not
reject those who are imperfect, struggling, doubting, hurting. He reaches out with a gentle
hand to lift and hold and strengthen. He breathes new life and light into a smoldering wick.

This gives us a picture of God’s Grand Story. God does not reject or let go of his
rebellious people. When we first disobeyed, he came with a promise of hope and victory.
Even though God’s people complained in the desert about lack of food and water, he
generously brought water from a rock and sent down manna each day. When they disobeyed
and worshipped other gods, he sent judges and prophets to point out their disobedience and
call them back to worship the true God. Even though God sent them into exile for 70 years,
he did not forget them. He brought a remnant back to rebuild a life of worship and to live in
trust.

This is God’s picture in Isaiah. “l will take hold of your hand.” | invite you, as you are
comfortable, and with permission, to hold the hand of someone next to you. God says, “I will
take hold of your hand.” Imagine God’s touch of peace.

God holds our hand to walk with us as a companion along the way.



God holds our hand to lead and guide us in the direction
we need to go.

God holds our hand to lift us up, to give us hope and
encouragement, to give us strength as we lean on his supportive
hand.

God holds our hand as a gentle reminder that we are not ' :
alone or forgotten or abandoned.

The promise of God to hold our hand is spoken along with the words, “Do not fear.”

Isaiah 41:10, “So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God.
| will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Isaiah 41:13, “For | am the LORD, your God, who takes hold of your right hand and
says to you, Do not fear; | will help you.”

With God'’s presence we do not need to be afraid. Imagine God'’s touch of peace.

When we feel alone and scared, there is peace in feeling the hand of a friend on our
shoulder.

When we feel alone and lost, there is peace in holding the hand of someone who walks
with us.

When we feel alone and afraid at death’s door, there is peace in holding the hand of
someone we love and who cares for us.

When we feel weak and alone and afraid...there is peace in the touch of another
person, reminding us we are not alone. It might not take away the pain or eliminate the
reason for fear, but it does give peace and comfort to know someone is with us.

This is God’s promise, the touch of peace: that we are not alone. We do not have to be
afraid. God came to us in Jesus, who is called Immanuel, God with us. This is the truth of the
words of Romans 8:38-39, “I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

The words of Isaiah take this a step further. We not only experience
the touch of peace in God’s hand holding us. We also become that touch of

peace in the lives of others.




Our text continues, “I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people
and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to
release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.”

To be a covenant is to be a sign and seal of the promises of God. We live and tell of
God’s promises of forgiveness of sin, of belonging to God’s family, of life with God now and
forever. God’s people will be a light to the Gentiles, giving hope to those in darkness,
speaking and living these promises. It's not our light that shines hope and peace into the lives
of others. Itis God’s light shining through us. “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew
5:14-16).

Imagine the touch of peace. “l will take hold of your hand.” As we know that touch of
peace of God’s presence in our lives, we share that peace with those around us. Be the
presence of God in the life of another as you take hold of their hand, whether literally or
figuratively.

Who is God calling you to befriend?

Who is it in your neighbourhood who needs a reminder of God’s

love?

Is it someone at school? Or at work? Or at the coffee shop?

Or is it someone sitting a few benches over from you this morning? Or next to you?

Who is God calling you to serve, in the Spirit's power, with God’s touch of peace?

Will you be a listening ear, not trying to solve their problem, but sharing and letting
someone know that they are not alone and do not have to be afraid?

Imagine the touch of peace. “I will take hold of your hand,” says the LORD God. Jesus
has come that we may know God’s touch of peace.

In the name of Jesus, reach out to others with God’s touch of peace.

Amen.



